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Analysing and observing Artwork

This involves observing the artwork closely and seeing how the artist has applied the formal elements.

It might be your own artwork or artwork by a famous artist that you need to analyse. If the artwork is by an artist, then you
must include the artists full name.

When looking at artwork answer some of these questions in full sentences:

Remember to critically analysis the work as well.

What is the picture about? What can you see?

2. Does the picture tell a story?

3. What is the atmosphere like? (depressing, vibrant, happy, dark, scary)

4. Does the picture lock realistic or abstract?

5. What media has the artist used? (paint, pastels, watercolour, pencil, charcoal, collage, clay etc)

6. What colours have been used? Are there many shades and tones?

7. Is there a lot of contrast in the picture? (difference between the light and dark areas)

8. What types of marks has the artist used with media? (long, short, thick, thin, sharp, soft, smooth, harsh, sweeping,
textured)

9. Has the artist used perspective? How can you tell?

10. Can you see any pattern or texture? How has the artist drawn this?
11. If there is a figure in the picture, does the body language or facial expressions help express any emotions?
12. Look at the composition of the picture. Do you notice anything unusual? (viewpeint, space, busy, foreground, background)

13. What could you use from this analysis in your own work?
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